Korea – Day One

After a 24 hour trip (door-to-door) we arrived at the Lotte Hotel in downtown Seoul around 11:30 p.m.   It was Monday night in Seoul – nearly Tuesday – when we arrived even though we left Potomac on Sunday morning.  Flights were very comfortable and nice and we were unexpectedly upgraded to first class on the last leg of our trip – Narita (Tokyo) to Inchon (South Korea’s international airport.)  I could get used to traveling like that!  First class in a 777 is very nice and roomy.
Day Two 

Wasn’t much to do yesterday except unpack and go to sleep.  Room here is very spacious with a flat panel TV screen that’s very large.  But this is LG country and everywhere – indoors and out -  there are enormous TV screens that function as “living” billboards.  

The hotel is near everything and is part of a complex which includes a huge department store that is attached to the hotel.  You can get to the department store through an arrangement of underground shopping arcades.  The department store includes a large food court on the basement level and restaurants on the top two floors.  That night we ate at one of the restaurants for dinner and had traditional Korean bar-b-que which was very good.  As we ordered, we were missing our daughter-in-law who has always translated for us at Korean restaurants.

After breakfast we went out exploring. One of the more famous palaces was walking distance from the hotel but you can’t get there above ground.  Just like Virginia.  You can see it, but you can’t get there easily!!!  You have to find your way through the various underground passages.  And that’s a fascinating fact in both Korea and Japan.  Whole cities exist underground.  There are, of course, the train stations, but to accompany them, there are stores and restaurants teeming with life.  Fortunately, the signs are both in English and Korean and we got to the Deoksugung Palace, where at 11 a.m. we were treated to a wonderfully colorful ceremony of the changing of the guard.  As senior citizens (yes, we’ve arrived) we were allowed to see the palace grounds free of charge.  There are some privileges which come with age!
After the palace we tried to catch the hop-on hop-off bus which runs very infrequently, but we gave up and taxied to Insedong, a shopping area with craft and souvenir shops, restaurants, antique stores, and lots of people.  Cabs are cheap – three bucks or a little more so for a ride from the hotel to shopping areas. 

Seoul is one very crowded city.  On a weekday, the streets are mobbed, the traffic is horrendous – worse than downtown DC – and sales at the Lotte department store were a sight out of the movies.  Purses on sale had women tearing through them as if they were being given away!  

Tomorrow begins Jeff’s meetings and Fern’s day on her own.
